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Youngstown Hearing & Speech Center 
6614 Southern Blvd.� Youngstown, Ohio 44512 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

YOUNGSTOWN CONTACTS 
Office Video Phone  (866) 216-2555 
Office TTY/Voice (330) 726-8391 
Office Fax  (330) 965-1272 
Office Website www.yohsc.com  
Josiah’s Texting  (330) 881- 4780 
Josiah’s Email jmurphy@yohsc.com  

josiahm@tmail.com  
Becky’s VP  (330) 787-0128 
Becky’s Texting (330) 881-0825 
Becky’s Email bsomnitz@yohsc.com  
Fred’s Voice  (330) 726-8855 x237 
 
Help Hotline  330-747-2696 
 

STEUBENVILLE CONTACTS 
Office Video Phone (740) 282-5999 
Office TTY/Voice (740) 282-5391 
Office Fax  (740) 282-5607 
Kim’s Texting   (330) 261-2791 
Kim’s Email  kimrccd@yahoo.com  
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Signing for Children 
Offered by 

 
Community Center for the Deaf 

6614 Southern Blvd 
Boardman, Ohio 44512 

 
It’s fun to “sign” with your hands! You will learn “signs” related to everyday activities. 

Class fee is $30.00 for 6 weeks one hour per class. 
Dates:    Ages:   Times:______ 

                        June 14 – July 19               4 – 6                10 – 11 a.m. 
June 8 – July 13   7 – 9    10 – 11 a.m. 
June 9 – July 14   10 – 12   10 – 11 a.m. 

 
 
 

American Sign Language Classes offered by Community Center for the Deaf 
Coordinator: Rebecca Somnitz, Bsomnitz@yohsc.com 

6614 Southern Blvd, Youngstown, Ohio 44512, 
VP: 330-787-0128; Fax: 330-965-1272 

American Sign Language classes help you develop expressive and receptive skills by learning finger spelling, language, 
grammar/structure, and Deaf Culture. ASL I includes a workbook and 2 DVDs. Please bring your own 3-inch binder. 
Registrations accepted by phone, fax, mail or email.  Register/pay by credit card, money order, check, or cash. No refunds 
after attending the first class.  YOU MUST REGISTER BEFORE JULY 16TH DEADLINE.  THANK YOU!  If you wish to 
be removed from mailing list for future sign language classes, please contact us. Adult classes: age 12 and up; Children’s 
Class ages 4 – 12. Classes meet for two hours one time a week for ten weeks. 

 
Classes will be held at Youngstown Hearing and Speech Center 

6614 Southern Blvd, Boardman, Ohio 44512 
 

ASL I (incl workbook) - $115.00   ASL IV - $90.00 
Mondays: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.    Tuesdays: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Starts: July 19 – September 27, 2010   Starts: July 20 – September 21, 2010 
ASL II - $90.00     Intermediate“Mix ASL I - IV”  $85.00  
Tuesdays: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.    Thursdays: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Starts: July 20 – September 21, 2010   Starts: July 22 – September 23, 2010 
ASL III - $90.00 
Mondays: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Starts: July 19 – September 27, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information or to sign up for these classes 
please contact the Community Center for the Deaf.  
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Contractor Workshop 
At the end of this summer, the CCD will host an in-

service/workshop day for all captionists and interpreters. It’s 
free to attend, lunch will be provided, and you may be 
compensated for the time. Topics include: voicing practice 
with ASL adults; self-care and hand massage; taxes and 
investing; new substitute licensing regulations; SERS 
retirement accounts; medical appointments; industry 
professionalism; self-assessment of skills; trouble-shooting; 
Q&A; captioning; and AgencTrak.  

Please indicate which of these two days you can/not 
attend: Thursday, August 19th or Saturday, August 21st. We 
also need to know if you prefer meeting 8:00-1:00pm or 
10:00-3:00pm? 

RSVP by July 1st!!! You can speak with Pat or 
Josiah for more information. 

GCD Recap 
The Great Communicator’s Dinner has come and 

gone again for another year. 300 guests and staff met on 
May 18th at Mr. Anthony’s in Boardman to recognize Great 
Communicator Ed Muransky and May Vetterle Recipient 
Darian Scott. It was an up-lifting, emotional time of thanking 
these two men for their contributions to our community.  

Attendees were also treated to a special video 
montage of memories from the past 85 years of service. 
Special thanks to Crissi for all her hard work! 

We also want to thank our good friend Krista White 
and the entire group at Armstrong Cable, the full program 
will be broadcast on Armstrong for the next few weeks. Over 
45,000 Armstrong customers will have the opportunity to 
view our dinner.  If you are a customer, you can watch at 
the following times: M-W F 5:30am, T-TH 7:30pm, and 
SatSun 8:30am. The program can be viewed on Armstrong 
Channel 20, or Channel 100 if you have TV plus services or 
higher.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcing: Mahoning Valley Chapter of 
Hearing Loss Association of America! 
  The all new Mahoning Valley HLAA chapter will 
begin publicly meeting on the third Saturday of every 
month from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the Youngstown Community 
Center for the Deaf. The group will not meet in June-August 
due to summer vacations.  

 HLAA, founded in 1979 and formerly known as the 
SHHH group, strives to educate deaf and hard of hearing 
individuals, their families, friends, coworkers, teachers, 
hearing health care providers, industry, government, and 
others about hearing loss.  
  We invite you to attend our meetings! For more 
information, see the website www.hearingloss.org or please 
contact: 
 Cindy Wright VP 330-787-0762, voice/text 330-717-7434, 
Email: cindy.wright@realliving.com 
Denise Bilas  VP 330-759-2069,  
Email: denise13390@zoominternet.net 
Gary Cohen   VP 330-787-0808,  
Email: gcohen@zoominternet.net 

Interested in our services of Captioning? 
Are you a student with hearing or visual 
difficulties? Learn more about the benefits of 
captioning - instant access to the spoken word and 
a permanent transcript of the session. Professional 
note-taking leaves you free to concentrate on 
visual contact with teachers, classmates, media 
and the environment.  
Our staff is ready and willing to provide 
information, give a demonstration, or participate in 
an IEP. Captioning is recommended for students 
with strong language skills in high school and 
college. We service the Rte. 11 corridor from 
Ashtabula south to Noble County.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
Congrats to Hillary Howard, a student at Youngstown State 
University. She is earning her B.S. by double majoring in 
Biology and Clinical Laboratory Science. Hillary recently 
received the prestigious Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship in 
competition against students from across the United States. Her 
career goal is to become an M.D./Ph.D. in Pathology/ 
Microbiology and conduct research in biomedical science 
focusing on infectious diseases at the industrial level. Well done! 
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RSC Internet Cafe  
Thank you once again for participating in the Ohio 

Rehabilitation Services Commission (RSC) Café 
Conversations. More than 1,300 people shared their 
experiences and provided suggestions on what RSC should 
focus on and prioritize as we move forward.  
      Please tell your friends that an Internet-based Café 
Conversation will be held on June 24, 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., for anyone who was unable to 
attend a Café Conversation in person. Simply visit 
www.rsc.ohio.gov and click on Virtual Café Conversation to 
participate. Information on Ohio's disability population and 
RSC's service trends will be presented and then a 
temporary chatroom will be open to allow everyone around 
the state to type in their experiences, ideas and priorities.   
      The first 13 conversations generated a tremendous 
amount of valuable ideas and suggestions. You can read 
the information gathered at www.rsc.ohio.gov. RSC staff 
has been reviewing and studying this information and 
looking for ways to implement your shared suggestions. 
      Based on your feedback, we are conducting targeted 
Café Conversations with Centers for Independent Living, 
our community rehabilitation partners, Community Centers 
for the Deaf, a transition youth workgroup and RSC staff to 
determine what your suggestions would look like and how 
we might try some of these ideas and see how they work.  
      We have also asked our Consumer Advisory Council 
(CAC), made up of citizens with disabilities who have 
participated in the VR program, to give their thoughts on 
how we might implement your suggestions. Currently, the 
CAC members, as well as citizens working with the 11 
Centers for Independent Living, are taking photographs of 
places they would like to meet with their counselors and 
environments they find more comfortable and welcoming. 
As RSC offices come up for lease renewal, we will have 
consumers on our site selection teams so citizens with 
disabilities will be able to travel to, touch and feel RSC 
offices before they are selected. We want to ensure our 
offices are truly accessible and convenient for citizens with 
disabilities. 
      RSC has issued a new request for proposals in the area 
of supported employment and customized self-employment 
(microenterprise). The proposal is for a statewide systems 
change project that incorporates staff training, 
demonstration projects and technical assistance. It will  

involve RSC, interested CRP's and other community 
partners. We hope to work with a national leader in this area 
and benefit from innovative approaches developed in other 
states. RSC is also exploring joint initiatives with several 
other state agencies for statewide systems change projects. 
      We are moving on your ideas and I thank you so much 
for sharing your valuable time, experience and wisdom. You 
are helping us lead the way in refocusing RSC from the 
customer perspective. 
  
Sincerely,  
 Michael J Rench                   David T. Williams 
Administrator                         Chairman 
 
The Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission is the state 
agency charged with partnering with Ohioans with 
disabilities to obtain or retain jobs, achieve independence 
and Social Security disability determination outcomes. The 
Commission accomplishes its mission through partnerships 
with community rehabilitation programs and vocational 
rehabilitation professionals across the state. Visit us at 
www.rsc.ohio.gov. 
 Calling all Captionists! 

Our department is spending this summer on the 
road! We’re making visits to school districts such as Beaver 
Local Schools in Columbiana County to inform the 
educators of this option for student support and success. 
We’ve met with parents of school-age children. And we’re 
captioning one last college class for a senior graduating 
from Youngstown State University.  

To keep up with the growing demand for captioning 
services, we’ve hired Alma Johnson, Joe Dantona, and 
Louisa Howard as contract captionists. All three are trained 
in RIT’s C-Print technology. Make sure to welcome them! 

We’re also hosting an open house on Tuesday, July 
13th @ 4:00-6:00pm at the CCD, 6614 Southern Blvd, 
Boardman 44512. All members of the community are invited 
to come, including special education directors, members of 
the legal field, hospital administrators, news reporters, 
BVR/RSC case managers, and of course members of the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing community. The open house will 
include information on advocacy, educational IEPs, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, and more. Captioning and 
interpreting will be provided. We look forward to seeing you 
then! 

A Memorial Thank You! 
 
The CCD staff wish to sincerely thank all of our employees, clients, and friends who have served us and our 
country in the United States Armed Forces. We appreciate your dedication, sacrifice, loyalty and courage in the 
face of danger.  THANK YOU!!!  




