
participating in activities to-
gether; explores career oppor-
tunities; exposes youth to ac-
complishments and events in 
the Mahoning Valley; and 
helps youth build self-esteem 
and motivation. Mentors are 
required to make a one-year 
commitment; spend a mini-
mum of four hours per month 
with mentee; communicate 
with mentee on a weekly ba-
sis; keep track of and report 
time spent with mentee; at-
tend ongoing training and 
mentor group meetings; and 
attend special events and rec-
ognition events as available. 
We are looking for mentors 
for our Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing youth. Mentors for 
our Deaf youth must be profi-
cient in ASL. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Carol 
Perry at cperry@yohsc.com 
and she can send you the ap-
plication. 
 
   I want to recognize Kevin 
Youngblood as the first Deaf 
honoree of the Community 
Foundation of the Mahoning 
Valley’s 40 under 40, a  group 
of outstanding young profes-
sionals in Youngstown and 
the Mahoning Valley. I also 
want to recognize Darian 
Scott, a young man who over-
came not only homelessness 
but a severe hearing loss to 
successfully graduate from 
Youngstown State University. 
Darian will be recognized as 
our May Vetterle Recipient at 
our Great Communicators 
Dinner this year. 
 

   A new era is under way at 
the Rehabilitation Services 
Commission. Michael Rench, 
the new RSC Administrator, 
has embarked on a 12-city 
road trip to seek input from 
RSC consumers. He has initi-
ated a dialogue with consum-
ers through “Café Conversa-
tion,” a unique and engaging 
way consumers can share 
thoughts and concerns that are 
genuinely important to their 
lives. 
   Café Conversations made its 
stop in Youngstown on March 
11th, and I am proud to say 
our Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
consumers were well repre-
sented. In fact, it would be 
safe to say that the Deaf were 
the largest consumer group at 
the meeting, and our thoughts, 
experiences and concerns 
were expressed loud and 
clear. Our attendance was 
very important because the 
results of these discussions 
will be compiled and used to 
shape future RSC state ser-
vices for youth, employment 
and independent living. Please 
go to the Rehabilitations Ser-
vices Commission website at 
h t t p : / / r s c . o h i o . g o v /
R S C D o c u m e n t s /
CafeConversations.aspx to 
review the results. Some of 
the thoughts we shared: 
• RSC should advocate and 
financially support more state 
universities to establish inter-
preter training programs, es-
pecially in underserved areas, 
to provide more qualified in-
terpreters.                                       
 

• RSC should establish a 
separate and distinct program 
which addresses the issues of 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
youth and their parents. 
• RSC should take the lead 
to talk with other state agen-
cies such as the Ohio Depart-
ment of Mental Health to in-
form them of the special 
needs of the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing population. 
• RSC needs to increase 
funding for Ohio’s Commu-
nity Centers for the Deaf so 
they have adequate resources 
to meet needs of Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing consumers. 
   Of course there were many 
personal experiences and 
other thoughts shared. I want 
to thank those who attended 
and say: GREAT JOB! 
 
   Goodwill Industries has 
established the GoodGuides 
Youth Mentoring Program of 
Youngstown. The program is 
designed to promote opportu-
nities and positive choices for 
youth, and to engage youth in 
positive activities with adult 
mentors who are strong role 
models. The program strives 
to empower youth to become 
involved in the resurgence of 
the Mahoning Valley by en-
couraging student participants 
to become active members of 
their community, exposing 
them to positive developments 
taking place in the area. The 
Mentor serves as a positive 
role model and friend; models 
desirable behavior; builds 
relationship by planning and 
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   And finally, I want to recog-
nize the passing of John 
“Jack” Holt, whose life as a 
successful Deaf businessman, 
family man and leader in the 
Deaf community was an ex-
ample for all of us that being 
Deaf does not limit one’s life. 
 
   As always, I encourage your 
participation in our Deaf Ad-
visory Committee; there is no 
better way to get your voice 
heard. Currently, the DAC is 
working on some fundraising 
activities, as well as ideas to 
improve the lives of our Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing consum-
ers. If you would like infor-
mation on how to participate, 
 

please contact me at 
apasini@yohsc.com or Gary 
Cohen at 
gchoen@zoominternet.net 
 
   Please feel free to contact 
me to talk about any concerns 
or positive feedback you have 
for us.  For our Deaf consum-
ers, if you need to talk with 
me we will arrange an inter-
preter as necessary. 
 
   It is important that we re-
ceive feedback from you. 
Please take the time to fill our 
Consumer Satisfaction survey 
and return it. Your feedback 
will help us improve our ser-
vices. 

which do you prefer?! 
 
Don’t forget that June 25th we 
will have a Deaf Awareness 
Day at the Cafaro baseball 
game. The national anthem 
will be signed, and there will 
be all kinds of extras! Contact 
Crissi Jenkins  at 330-726-
8855 to purchase tickets. 
 

That’s all for now. Thank 
you! 

Hello! Spring is coming! 
Well, the snow is still coming 
too. There are three things I 
want to tell you about.  
 
1st: The CCD will host regular 
workshops the second week 
of every month through Octo-
ber.  So be sure to watch for 
each month’s topic. 
 
2nd: Deaf, CI and HH kids 
ages 8-21 years will be going 
to Camp Fitch July 4-10, 
2010. And Super Summer 
Deaf Camp will run July 13-
August 12th. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, contact 
Carol Perry at 
cperry@yohsc.com or 330-
787-0124. 
 
3rd: We’re finally ready to set 
up a women’s club, which 
will meet once a month to 
socialize and learn about vari-
ous topics. If you have a par-
ticular issue to learn about, 
please let Becky know so she 
can include it. The group will 
probably meet on Saturday 
mornings or afternoons – 

   Spring has finally come, and I know you are all as happy 
about that as I am.  It was a really hard winter but we made it 
through. 
 
   I wanted to let you know that I have two interpreter interns 
working with me in the Steubenville Office.  As you all know 
interpreters are always in short supply so please stop by and  
meet them and help them finish up their education. 
Scott will be graduating from WVNCC and MaryAnne from 
EGCC. They work with me on different days and would be 
very interested in meeting the Deaf and Hard of Hearing clients 
in the area. 
 
   Also, I am in the process of scheduling workshops in the 
Steubenville and East Liverpool area, so watch for flyers to be 
coming out soon.  If there is anything in particular you would 
be interested in learning about, please let me know. 
 
   Remember, if you need to see me it is always better to call 
first, as I am out interpreting quite often and not always in the 
office. 

Youngstown Case Manager 
Rebecca Somnitz 

can help you choose an alarm 
clock, smoke detector, baby 
monitor, and more! 
 
   Don’t forget to let your 
hands be seen at the Butler 
Art Institute when the new 
RSC Director Michael Rench 
comes to town. RSC wants to 
hear feedback from consum-
ers, and the Deaf community 
has an opportunity to respond. 
For more information about 
dates and locations check out 
www.rsc.ohio.gov or call 1-
800-282-4536x1470. 

   As always, for more infor-
mation you can check out our 
website www.yohsc.com or 
visit our Facebook Page: 
Community Center for the 
Deaf. We really appreciate all 
the work Crissi has been do-
ing to get our revamped web-
site up and running! If you 
wish to submit an item for 
inclusion in our newsletter, 
please contact Josiah at jmur-
phy@yohsc.com. 

Youngstown Office Manager 
 Josiah Deeter 

   Welcome back! I hope your 
holidays were safe, warm and 
fun. The Youngstown CCD is 
catching its breath, doing 
some house-cleaning, and 
getting ready for Spring.  
 
   Check out our calendar for 
new activities. Becky is host-
ing one or two workshops a 
month on living skills, taxes, 
etc. The youth are planning 
fundraising for a field trip. 
Steve and Pat have been busy 
conducting in-services with 
various community agencies. 
And Kim and Josiah have 
been interviewing new cap-
tionists and interpreters in 
order to meet the growth in 
demand for services! 
 
   If you have questions about 
Assistive Listening Devices 
or want to purchase one, 
please contact Becky Somnitz 
at (330) 787-0128 or bsom-
nitz@yohsc.com. If you are a 
patient of YoHSC, you can 
contact Kelly Meenachan at 
330-726-8855 or kmeen-
achan@yohsc.com. Our staff 

Alfred Pasini (cont. from pg 1) 

Steubenville Office                           Kim Riggs 



The Youth Enrichment and 
Recreation Club has 20 chil-
dren participating now! They 
really enjoy experiencing 
workshops, education, leader-
ship and socialization oppor-
tunities on the fieldtrips they 
take. 
 
January 23rd seven youth 
went snow tubing at Alpine 
Valley in Chesterland, Ohio. 
At first they were scared, but 
ended up riding more than 15 
times. They really want go 
back again next year. 
 
February 20th we learned 
about Black History at KSU: 
Trumbull. The youth enjoyed 
practicing sign language ac-
tivities to prepare for June 
24th. After that, we went on 
the Nurturing Pathway to 
Freedom Trail in Trumbull 
County, which displayed his-
tory from the 1820’s – 
1850’s. We even heard a lec-
ture about a man who ex-
plained how he escaped to 
freedom in a box! 
 
 

March 20th BVR will present 
their 3rd Annual Townhall 
Meeting at KSU: Trumbull.  
The youth will make desserts 
and baked goods to sell for 
funding future YERC activi-
ties. 
 
April 24th the youth will par-
ticipate in United Way’s Day 
of Caring by cleaning at the 
Youngstown Community 
Center for the Deaf. 

May ? the high school-age 
youth are preparing to go on a 
trip to NTID. If you can vol-
unteer on this trip, please let 
us know! 
 
Camp Fitch will be July 4-10. 
We’ll need two interpreters,  
two volunteers and two deaf 
staff each for the boys group 
and the girls group. Activities 
include camping, climbing, 
rifle range, archery range, 
horseback riding, paintball, 
fishing, batting cages, golf, 
arts & crafts, team sports and 
bonfires.  
 
 

There will be a planning 
meeting in April (TBD). 
The summer program will 
include DID (Do it Deaf) 
Deaf and Super Summer Deaf 
Camp. The youth will social-
ize with Youngstown, Steu-
benville, Akron, Mansfield, 
Canton and Cleveland youth . 
 
Contact me at 
cperry@yohsc.com for 
more information or to regis-
ter for upcoming events. 
 

   This semester we have 
Lindsey Testa, a student at 
Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege majoring in Deaf Inter-
pretive Services, performing 
her internship with us. Her 
internship is designed to give 
her greater knowledge and 
experience in how interpret-
ing services are provided and 
managed. Also, she will be 
observing and providing some 
interpreting along with an 
experienced seasoned inter-
preter. I hope many of you get 
the opportunity to meet and 
help further Lindsey’s educa-
tion as an interpreter. 
 
   One of the on-going con-
cerns the deaf community has 
told the CCD about is the lack 
of communication with police 
departments in our service 

   Hello to everyone. Spring is 
on the way and we have sur-
vived the February snow-
storms. The temperature is 
rising and beautiful days are 
on the way. 
 
   Things have been busy here 
in the Community Center for 
the Deaf. We have had inter-
preters out in the surrounding 
schools and universities, as 
well as providing interpreting 
for all the community needs. 
Both the deaf and hearing 
communities are becoming 
more aware of Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
so the need for qualified, 
skilled interpreters is growing 
more and more. The lack of 
qualified, skilled interpreters 
is a local and national prob-
lem. 

area. To help improve the 
communication with local 
police, Pat Maille and I went 
to three separate in-services at 
the Austintown Police Depart-
ment. We explained the re-
quirements of police depart-
ments under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
how to communicate effec-
tively with deaf and hard-of-
hearing persons, and when a 
police department needs to 
have an interpreter present to 
communicate with a deaf of 
hard-of-hearing person. The 
Austintown Police Depart-
ment in-services went very 
well and we plan to go to 
other communities and pro-
vide in-services to more po-
lice departments. 
 

Interpreter Coordinator                                                                                          Steve Leland 

YERC Coordinator                                                               Carol Perry 

   Pat and I would like to invite 
any deaf or hard-of-hearing 
person who has had the oppor-
tunity to use interpreting ser-
vices from the CCD to call us 
on the videophone or stop in 
and share with us how your 
appointment with the interpreter 
went. We are always looking to 
improve the services we pro-
vide. If you are very pleased 
with the interpreter we pro-
vided, let us know. If you are 
not happy about anything that 
happened during your appoint-
ment with an interpreter, let us 
know and we will see how we 
can improve the situation. 

Warren 
Deaf Club 

 
The newly elected officers 

for 2010 at the Warren 
Deaf Club are: 

 
 

President - 
  

Bill Davis 
 

Vice President - 
  

Nancy Nance 
 

Secretary - 
  

Cheryl Stonerock 
 

Treasurer - 

Janet Schneider 



of a hat. No squeamishness 
allowed in that job. I’ve had 
the honor of serving with the 
2nd Infantry Division in a tour 
to Iraq in 2007-2008.  
  

I am also a pre-med 
student at Kent State Univer-
sity and aspiring to become a 
doctor one day. I want to be a 
D.O. and get into family prac-
tice. I’m in my second semes-
ter of ASL and am proud to 
say that I can hold a some-
what intelligent conversation 
with someone in sign now. In 
my spare time I like to do 
anything outdoors like kayak-
ing, hiking, camping, ect. I 
love to read, work out, and 
love to work on and drive my 
car. 
 
                  - Charles Stoddard 

Hey everybody! I 
wanted to introduce myself 
here to anyone who doesn’t 
know me. My name is 
Charles Stoddard. I’m 23 
years old and I’m a captionist 
with  Youngstown Commu-
nity Center for the Deaf. I’ve 
been with YoHSC since Janu-
ary of 2009. Aside from cap-
tioning, I am a Combat Medic 
in the United States Army 
Reserves, as well as a Ser-
geant, and have been in the 
army almost 6 years. I love 
what I do in the army; I fix 
soldiers and shoot bullets 
when necessary, and train 
other soldiers to do the same.  
A Combat Medic has to be 
very versatile; we are ex-
pected to keep up with the 
infantry in combat and also be 
able to save a life at the drop 

Captionist Bio 

Captioning Coordinator                                                  Josiah Deeter 
   Did you know captioning is not just for the classroom? The CCD also sends captionists to 
business meetings, hospitals, court rooms, political rallies, church services, funerals, and par-
ties! If you are hard of hearing or Deaf and need to read what you can’t hear, be sure to request 
captioning. One of the added benefits is the print or digital transcription to keep afterwards. 
Captioning is covered under ADA regulations, just like interpreting. 
 
   2009-2010 has been a year of growth for our captioning program. We’ve been requested to 
provide service to several new school districts as well as adding a few more college students. 
To keep up with the growth, we recently hired two new captionists, Kathryn Gainard and Joe 
Dantona. Welcome to the team! If you’re interested in working with the CCD to support the 
deaf community, stop by and fill out an application. Our captionists use either C-Print or Real-
Time software and laptops, but we are willing to train likely candidates. 

 
I have been an 

interpreter in the schools 
for over 20 years. Cur-
rently I am working with 
a student in kindergar-
ten. I got interested in 
signing when my young-
est son had a speech 
impediment at 3 years 
old. I actually took him to 
Youngstown Hearing 
and Speech Center for 8 
months. His was not a 
hearing problem but a 
speech problem. He is 
fine now, and  29 years 
old !!  

I love what I do! 
I enjoy working with chil-
dren in the schools. It is 
very rewarding. I am 
teaching the other stu-
dents in our class-
room sign language 
also; they love it and are 
learning quickly. I hope it 
will encourage them to 
sign to my student more 
as they grow up to-
gether!!   

In my "spare" 
time I love to work out-
side in the yard or read a 
good book. I have two 
baby grandsons that I 
adore, and I try to spend 
as much time as possi-
ble with them!!  

 
     - Carol Myers 

Interpreter 
Bio 

Sign Language Classes 
Youngstown CCD 

 
Children's American Sign 
Language Class 1:  
Ages 4-7 years old 
Every Tuesday 11:00-12:00  
 July 7th - August 11th.  
Taught by Deaf adult. 
$30.00 for 6 hours instruction + 
materials. 

Children's American Sign 
Language Class 2:  
Ages 8-12 years old 
Every Thursday 5:30-6:30  
July 9th - August 13th. 
Taught by Deaf adult. 
$30.00 for 6 hours instruction + 
materials. 
 
ASL I (incl workbook) - 
$115.00  
Mondays: 5:30 to 7:30 pm  
April 19 – June 21 
 
ASL II - $90.00  
Mondays: 6:00 to 8:00 pm  
April 19 – June 21  
 
ASL III - $90.00  
Tuesdays: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
April 13 – June 15  
 
ASL IV - $90.00  
Thursdays: 5:30 to 7:30 
 April 15 – June 17  
 
Intermediate “Mix ASL 1 – 
IV” - $85.00  
Wednesdays: 5:30 to 7:30 pm 
 April 14 – June 16  
 
Advanced - $85.00  
Tuesdays: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
April 13 – June 15  
 
If interested, please pre-register for 
class by contacting Becky Somnitz at    
bsomnitz@yohsc.com or (330)787-
0128.  
 
Include your name, address, email, 
phone number, and payment. You 
can send checks to Youngstown 
Community Center for the Deaf: ASL 
Class, 6614 Southern Blvd, Board-
man, OH 44512. 



Hello everyone!  

My name is Angela McIntosh, and I am an intern at the 
Youngstown Community Center for the Deaf. I come in on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am-5pm. I am attending Kent 
State: Salem to become a Case Manager. I shadow the Case 
Manager, Becky Somnitz, and learn the ropes into working 
with the d/Deaf population. I have taken American Sign Lan-
guage classes at the Kent campus and hope to expand my vo-
cabulary working with Becky and her clients. So far, I have 
learned how to use various programs on the computer, visit 
clients’ homes, use various deaf devices for the deaf and hard 
of hearing, help out in the deaf summer programs, learn ASL, 
and much more. This is my second semester interning, and I 
will finish this summer at the Community Center for the Deaf. 
I hope that I can come back and work with the Deaf summer 
programs in the future. 

Case Management Intern          Angela McIntosh 
 

King’s Rest is a ministry outreach of Edgewood 
Alliance Church, Kingsville First Baptist Church 

and Open Door Community Church. 
 

5802 Cemetary Road, Kingsville, OH 44048 
 
   One Friday a month there will be a respite event for families 
with Deaf and/or disabled children. This event will provide an 
opportunity for parents to go on a date, do some shopping, or just 
have a break for a few hours. It is open to children or adults with 
special needs and their brothers and sisters. This program is of-
fered free to anyone in the community. Deaf adults and fluent 
Hearing signers will be on hand to interact with Deaf/HH chil-
dren. You must preregister before each event! They are also look-
ing for volunteers. For more information, contact Kelly & Larry 
Madsen at VP: (440) 2100234 or Voice: (440) 350-0003 or kelly-
go4@aol.com. 

Announcing: Mahoning Valley Chapter of 
Hearing Loss Association of America! 
  
The all new Mahoning Valley HLAA chapter will begin 
publicly meeting on the third Saturday of every month 
from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the Youngstown Community 
Center for the Deaf. The group will not meet in June-
August due to summer vacations.  
  
HLAA, founded in 1979 and formerly known as the SHHH 
group, strives to educate deaf and hard of hearing indi-
viduals, their families, friends, coworkers, teachers, hear-
ing health care providers, industry, government, and oth-
ers about hearing loss.  
  
We invite you to attend our meetings! For more informa-
tion, see the website www.hearingloss.org or please con-
tact: 
  
Cindy Wright VP 330-787-0762, Cell/voice/text 330-717-
7434, Email: cindy.wright@realliving.com 
 
Denise Bilas  VP 330-759-2069, Email: 
denise13390@zoominternet.net 
 
Gary Cohen   VP 330-787-0808, Email: 
gcohen@zoominternet.net 
 

Obituaries 
 
John Holt passed away January 31st, 2010 at 85 years of 
age. He graduated from the Ohio School for the Deaf and 
went on to be part-owner of a coal mine company he man-
aged with his father in Columbiana County, Ohio. John and 
his wife Betty were residents of Leetonia, Ohio for many 
years, and Betty now lives with family in Virginia. Pray for his 
soul and his family.                  -submitted by Irene Tunanidas 
 
——————————————————————————— 
 
Clara Leone, mother of Mary Leone and mother-in-law of 
Richard Reigle of Niles, passed away February 13th, 2010 at 
100 years of age. Her family was able to be with Clara at the 
end and send her home to her husband and God. The funeral 
was held at Fabrizio Funeral Home in Youngstown, Ohio. 
                                                       -submitted by Nancy Baker 
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